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The Littoral Zones Conflicts of Hui’ an Coastal Areas
in Ming and Qing Dynasties
FU Baoling
( Quanzhou Maritime Museum Quanzhou 362000 China)

Abstract: In history littoral zones was precious recourse for Hui’ an coastal areas which had small barren
land but large population. In addition the Ming and Qing dynasties adopted a sea-ban policy confining the
coastal people inshore which intensified the conflicts between excessive population and insufficient resources
and then gave rise to more frequent disputes over littoral zones. The inscriptions of littoral zones conflicts and
folk legends manifest that littoral zones conflicts were the struggles between clans and the enclosures of bureau—
crats and squires. Erecting steles was a means to solve the disputes safeguard the interests of parties con—
cerned and maintain public order. The inscriptions on the steles which record the causes developments and
solutions of littoral zones conflicts in detail are important references for local history study.
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