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Abstract: Carrying statues of deities on board and releasing small colored boat
models on the river are rituals that boatmen usually practice to seek supernatural protec—
tion against misfortunes at sea. When encountering danger at sea the boatmen would
conduct their respective rituals to offer sacrifice to deities praying for good wind and for
the deities’ blessing all along the way. For people who died far away from their home-
town the living boatmen would invite monks or Taoist priests to perform rites in the
hope of guiding the souls of the dead and bringing them better fortune in the other
world. For people who returned safely they performed “land and water rites”  built
temples sending inscribed boards and boat models to ensure the continuous protection
of deities.

Keywords: Boatmen; Praying to the boat deities; Releasing colored boat models;

Offering sacrifices; Thanking deities
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