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Abstract: Pu Shougeng was an important historical figure towards the end of the
Song Dynasty and beginning of the Yuan Dynasty. This article presents some new per—
spectives on the basis of textual research. Pu Shougeng was most likely an Arabian de—
scendent living in Zhancheng. His father Pu Kaizong bore the same name as a jinshi
in Houguan Fuzhou. However the former Pu was a foreign surname while the latter Pu
was a Chinese surname. Thus the view that Pu Shougeng’ s father had served as a zhu—
bu ( assistant district magistrate mainly in charge of documents) of Anxi County and
was a chengjielang ( a prestigious title granted to officials of the ninth grade) requires
further research as it is quite possible that some scholars have confused the two per—
sons. Besides there are some errors in Pus genealogy compiled by Pu Faren and Pu
Shougeng’ s Genealogy in Quanzhou. Furthermore the name of the tower built by Pu
Shougeng to observe incoming ships was inconsistent with the records in Jinjiang



Xianzhi ( Jinjiang County Gazette) .
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